
ANSI/IES DG-3-10/R15

Application of  
Luminaire Symbols on 
Lighting Design Drawings



ANSI/IES DG-3-10/R15

IES Design Guide for Application of Luminaire Symbols
on Lighting Design Drawings

Publication of this Design 
Guide has been approved 
by the IES. Suggestions for
revisions should be directed 
to the IES. 

Prepared by:
The Subcommittee on Luminaire Symbols
of the IES Computer Committee



Copyright 2015 by the Illuminating Engineering Society.

Approved by the IES Board of Directors, June 22, 2015, as a Transaction of the Illuminating Engineering Society. 

Approved June 25, 2015 by the American National Standards Institute, Inc.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form, in any electronic retrieval system
or otherwise, without prior written permission of the IES.

Published by the Illuminating Engineering Society, 120 Wall Street, New York, New York 10005.

IES Standards and Guides are developed through committee consensus and produced by the IES Office in New
York. Careful attention is given to style and accuracy. If any errors are noted in this document, please forward them
to Brian Liebel, Director of Standards and Research, at bliebel@ies.org or  the above address for verification and
correction. The IES welcomes and urges feedback and comments. 

Printed in the United States of America.

DISCLAIMER
IES publications are developed through the consensus standards development process approved by the
American National Standards Institute.  This process brings together volunteers representing varied viewpoints
and interests to achieve consensus on lighting recommendations.  While the IES administers the process and
establishes policies and procedures to promote fairness in the development of consensus, it makes no guaranty
or warranty as to the accuracy or completeness of any information published herein.  

The IES disclaims liability for any injury to persons or property or other damages of any nature whatsoever,
whether special, indirect, consequential or compensatory, directly or indirectly resulting from the publication, use
of, or reliance on this document

In issuing and making this document available, the IES is not undertaking to render professional or other ser-
vices for or on behalf of any person or entity.  Nor is the IES undertaking to perform any duty owed by any per-
son or entity to someone else.  Anyone using this document should rely on his or her own independent judg-
ment or, as appropriate, seek the advice of a competent professional in determining the exercise of reasonable
care in any given circumstances.

The IES has no power, nor does it undertake, to police or enforce compliance with the contents of this docu-
ment.  Nor does the IES list, certify, test or inspect products, designs, or installations for compliance with this
document.  Any certification or statement of compliance with the requirements of this document shall not be
attributable to the IES and is solely the responsibility of the certifier or maker of the statement.



Prepared by the Subcommittee on Luminaire Symbols of the IES Computer Committee

Subcommittee on 
Luminaire Symbols

Paul K. Ericson, Chair

A. Cheng
T. Dahlquist
C. Latsis
C. Loch
T. Saemisch
R. Shakespeare
D. Smith

Computer Committee

Paul K. Ericson, Chair

I. Ashdown
W. Baker
T. Ballman*
W. Brackett*
G. Barber
S. Chan*
A. Cheng*
R. Chong*
R. Collins*
T. Dahlquist
W. Dau*
D. DiLaura*
P. Franck*
J. Freedman
R. Gibbons
E. Gibson
B. Harvey
G. Hauser

R. Heinisch
J. Hibbs*
R. King*
C. Latsis*
L. Livingston*
F. Locascio*
C. Loch
V. Lomedico
G. Lowe
T. McGowan*
W. Pursley
T. Saemisch
P. Sanders
R. Shakespeare*
D. Smith*
S. Stannard*
K. Tye
J. Zhang*

*Advisory Member



ANSI/IES DG-3-00/R15

Contents

Please refer to the IES Bookstore after you purchase this standard for possible Errata, Addenda, and Clarifications:
www.ies.org/store

Foreword . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

1.0 Objective . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

2.0 Criteria. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

3.0 Application . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
           3.1 Rendering Luminaire Symbols Clearly in Drawings. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
           3.2 Applying Directional and Orientation Modifiers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
           3.3 Drawing Exit Signs and Emergency Luminaires. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
           3.4 Drawing Electrical Symbols; Describing Mounting Height . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

4.0 Computer Representation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

Annex A – Verbs Intended to Convey Specific Direction. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7


