
1  

 

SSPC-PA 15-2022 
Revised May 4, 2022 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Material and Preparation Requirements 
for Steel Test Panels Used to Evaluate the 

Performance of Industrial Coatings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

©2022 Association for Materials Protection and Performance (AMPP). All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be 
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means (electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, 
or otherwise) without the prior written permission of AMPP. 

 
 

SSPC-PA 15-2022 



SSPC-PA 15-2022 
©2022 Association for Materials Protection and Performance (AMPP). All rights reserved. 

2 

 

 

Material and Preparation Requirements 
for Steel Test Panels Used to Evaluate the 

Performance of Industrial Coatings 
 
 
 
 

This AMPP standard represents a consensus of those individual members who have reviewed this document, its scope, 
and provisions. Its acceptance does not in any respect preclude anyone, whether he or she has adopted the standard 
or not, from manufacturing, marketing, purchasing, or using products, processes, or procedures not in conformance with 
this standard. Nothing contained in this AMPP standard is to be construed as granting any right, by implication or other- 
wise, to manufacture, sell, or use in connection with any method, apparatus, or product covered by Letters Patent, or as 
indemnifying or protecting anyone against liability for infringement of Letters Patent. This standard represents minimum 
requirements and should in no way be interpreted as a restriction on the use of better procedures or materials. Neither 
is this standard intended to apply in all cases relating to the subject. Unpredictable circumstances may negate the use- 
fulness of this standard in specific instances. AMPP assumes no responsibility for the interpretation or use of this stan- 
dard by other parties and accepts responsibility for only those official AMPP interpretations issued by AMPP in accor- 
dance with its governing procedures and policies which preclude the issuance of interpretations by individual volunteers. 

 
Users of this AMPP standard are responsible for reviewing appropriate health, safety, environmental, and regulatory 
documents and for determining their applicability in relation to this standard prior to its use. This AMPP standard may 
not necessarily address all potential health and safety problems or environmental hazards associated with the use of 
materials, equipment, and/or operations detailed or referred to within this standard. Users of this AMPP standard are 
also responsible for establishing appropriate health, safety, and environmental protection practices, in consultation with 
appropriate regulatory authorities, if necessary, to achieve compliance with any existing applicable regulatory require- 
ments prior to the use of this standard. 

 
CAUTIONARY NOTICE: AMPP standards are subject to periodic review and may be revised or withdrawn at any time 
in accordance with AMPP technical committee procedures. AMPP requires that action be taken to reaffirm, revise, or 
withdraw this standard no later than five years from the date of initial publication and subsequently from the date of each 
reaffirmation or revision. The user is cautioned to obtain the latest edition. Purchasers of AMPP standards may receive 
current information on all standards and other AMPP/NACE/SSPC publications by contacting AMPP Customer Support, 
15835 Park Ten Place, Houston, Texas 77084-5145 (Tel: +1 281-228-6200, email: customersupport@ampp.org). 
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Foreword 

The performance of new coating and lining systems (as well changes in formulation to existing systems) are frequently 
evaluated by applying them to prepared steel test panels and subjecting them to natural and/or accelerated exposures, 
followed by physical and/or visual assessments of relative performance. It is imperative that a consistent substrate be 
employed so that the performance of the coating/lining system can be isolated to the extent feasible. Coating and lining 
manufacturers as well as testing laboratories can benefit from using this standard that focuses on ensuring the sub- 
strate material, surface preparation, application of the systems under consideration, and preparation for testing conform 
to specific criteria and are consistent. 

Scope 
 

This standard contains requirements for steel panels used to perform tests for evaluation of various performance char- 
acteristics of protective coatings applied to steel substrates. Panels meeting requirements of this standard may be used 
for tests including, but not limited to, natural and accelerated exposure in or out of the laboratory; tests to determine 
resistance to various chemicals, impact, and abrasion; and tests to characterize properties such as color, gloss, adhe- 
sion, and hardness. Requirements for steel composition, panel dimensions, surface preparation, ambient conditions for 
application and cure of coatings, and location and dimensions of scribes on coated panels are included. 

 
Rationale 

 
This standard was updated/revised to provide the user with clearer guidance on the importance of using a standard 
substrate (materials and preparation), proper coating application and curing processes, as well as scribing procedures 
when evaluating the comparative performance of industrial protective coating systems in either natural or simulated, 
accelerated environments 


